Seminar Starters

Below you will find topics and material suggestions to help you conduct philosophy discussions with your members. Also in this section, you will find a variety of Kernel book stories with accompanying questions that can also be used for this purpose.   Remember, this is just a list to help you get “jump started.” 

Role Playing- Role playing can be a very effective way to prepare our members to deal with the variety of situations that we often find ourselves in as blind people. Here are a few possible scenarios:

1. Interviewing for a job or for college admission.

2. Dealing with friends and family members during holiday parties or other special occasions.

3. Confronting the meddlesome director of a disabled students office.

4. Persuading a rehabilitation counselor to purchase assistive technology or to approve training at a NFB center.

5. Explaining blindness to others while in a social setting.

Braille Monitor articles: There are countless Monitor articles that can be used to promote discussion about a variety of topics relating to blindness. Here are a few titles:

1. I’d Rather Be Mugged by Michael Baillif, May 1990

2. When to Stop Relying on Low Vision and Low Vision Aids by Norman Gardner, March 2000

3. Carol’s Complement by Angela Howard, May 2003

4. A Lesson From Marsha by Barbara Walker, December 1995

Questions- Sometimes the right question can be a great way to begin a philosophical discussion. Here are some suggested questions:

1. How did you feel the first time someone called you blind?

2. Would you marry a blind person?

3. If two equally qualified applicants applied for a job, and the only difference is that one is blind and that the other is sighted, whom would you hire?

4. Would you take the “disabled rate” when traveling if it saves you a little money?

5. You are in Disneyland and you are overwhelmed by the size of the line to your favorite ride. A park official offers you the opportunity to go to the front of the line. Would you do it?

