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[bookmark: _Toc240664760]Convention Registration

Convention registration is available online. We ask everyone to register. Current members of a Virginia chapter or division will be eligible to vote for resolutions. Virtual participation is free of charge.

Details regarding registration and other logistics can be found on our convention landing page.

[bookmark: _Toc240664761]Inclusivity, Diversity, and Social Conduct

We are committed to providing a harassment-free environment for everyone. Thank you for cultivating an atmosphere in which participants from diverse backgrounds can learn, network, and share with each other in an environment of mutual respect. We are committed to diversity, equity, and the free expression of ideas. These principles have been outlined in our code of conduct.

We recognize a shared responsibility to create and uphold that atmosphere for the benefit of all. Prohibited behaviors include harassment, unwelcome sexual attention, and inappropriate use of the NFB of Virginia virtual convention platform. Prohibited behavior or misuse of the platform will not be tolerated and may result in removal from the convention and/or other consequences. For assistance or to report an incident at the convention, please email help@nfbv.org. To file a confidential code of conduct violation, please do so at: https://tinyurl.com/43f5jrds. All reports will be fully investigated according to the steps in our code of conduct. Thank you for doing your part to contribute to our community and the high expectations we strive to maintain.



[bookmark: _Toc240664762]Thursday, October 22, 2026

2:00 PM-6:15 PM Registration Grand Ballroom Foyer. 

4:00 PM-5:50 PM Rooted in the Federation: Our Philosophy, Our Brand, Our Power, LaGuardia/O’Hare Rooms.
· Melody Roane, Richmond Chapter, Richmond, Virginia
· Joanne Wilson, Alexandria, Virginia
· Julia Ford, Membership Committee Chair, Herndon, Virginia

What does it mean to be a member of the Federation? This engaging seminar cuts to the heart of who we are and why it matters. Explore the philosophy that drives our movement, discover the power behind our brand, and examine the role every member plays in shaping our culture and advancing our mission. Whether you are joining us for the first time or have been part of the Federation for decades, come ready to reconnect with the principles that unite us and consider how we represent the Federation to the world.

4:00 PM-5:50 PM NFB Leadership Seminar – Dulles Room. Joe Orozco and Renee Valdez.
By invitation only. This is bare-knuckle leadership. No sugarcoating, no spectators. Join a select group of leaders from across NFBV for a high-energy, hands-on seminar built on real talk, role play, and the kind of honest dialogue that actually moves people. President Soforenko hand-picked you for a reason. Come ready to work.

4:00 PM-4:50 PM Free Software Goldmine: Powerful Tools That Won't Cost You a Penny — Salon D.
Mike Villafane, Access Technology Instructor, VRCBVI, Richmond, Virginia.
Who says great software has to cost a fortune? Discover some of the best free tools available for blind and low vision computer users, from screen readers to Microsoft 365 alternatives to email clients that rival Outlook. Learn where to find them, how to install them, and which ones are actually worth your time. You might just walk away with a full toolbox and a little extra money in your pocket.

6:30 PM-8:30 PM Early Late Show: Live from NFBV26, Dinner and Variety Show – Salon D. Neel Sheth, Master of Ceremonies and Coordinator.
Include this in your registration and join us for an exciting plated dinner featuring comedy, a Top 10 list, and interactive games with the audience. Our musical guest is Tom Page, lead guitarist and vocalist for The Haymakers, a Wichita, Kansas-based acoustic Americana string band. All material is vetted in advance to ensure a family-friendly atmosphere in keeping with the NFB code of conduct.

6:30 PM-8:30 PM Silver Bells Connections Dinner: Reconnect, Discover & Live the Life You Want — Salon E. Rachel Schreiman, Silver Bells Program Coordinator, Fairfax, Virginia.
· Jimmy Morris, NOMCT, VRCBVI, Mechanicsville, Virginia
· Marisol Carmona, Founder, Journeys Without Barriers, Washington, District of Columbia
· Bill Thresher, Troutville, Virginia
Kick off the convention with an evening of connection, inspiration, and discovery featuring the keynote address, Dancing with Fear, Living with Resilience. Silver Bells alumni are invited to reconnect, hear program updates, and explore new training opportunities. Virginia residents age 55 and older living with vision loss are warmly encouraged to learn about 2027 Silver Bells opportunities and discover how this transformative program builds confidence and independence through practical skills, adaptive techniques, and assistive technology. Whether you are part of the Silver Bells family or just discovering the program, come ready for an evening of great conversation and new possibilities. 

8:30 PM-10:00 PM Feel the Rhythm: Salsa with the Braille Cell – Salon D. 
Get ready to move, groove, and discover a new way to learn salsa! Join the NFB of Virginia Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Committee for a fun, hands-on salsa dance class led by Conchita Hernandez. Using the Braille cell as a tactile guide, you’ll learn salsa footwork, rhythm, and movement in an engaging and accessible way. No prior dance or Braille experience is necessary—just bring your enthusiasm, have some fun, and be ready to dance, connect, and make new friends!
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7:00 AM-7:50 AM Friends of Recovery – Dulles Room.

8:00 AM-8:50 AM Breakfast for hotel guests registered for the convention – Grand Ballroom Foyer.

8:00 AM-8:50 AM Registration – Grand Ballroom Foyer.

[bookmark: _Toc240291385][bookmark: _Toc240664764]General Session

Salons A and B Ballrooms
Zoom Meeting ID: 829 725 6345
9:00 AM Opening Ceremonies.
· Call to Order – Tracy Soforenko, President, NFB of Virginia
· [bookmark: _Hlk494028906]Invocation — Rachel Schreiman, Volunteer Soloist, Temple B’nai Shalom, Fairfax, Virginia
· Presentation of the Colors – NFB of Virginia Veterans
· Pledge of Allegiance – Jimmy Cunningham, Prince George, Virginia
· Star Spangled Banner – Julie Orozco, President, Potomac Chapter, Arlington, Virginia
· Recognition of Veterans – Jimmy Cunningham
· Federation Pledge – Allison Haney, Greater Loudoun Chapter, Leesburg, Virginia
· Introduction of Officials – Kandace Haney, President, Greater Loudoun Chapter, Leesburg, Virginia
· Greetings from Officials
· Greetings from Our Host Chapter – Kandace Haney, President, Greater Loudoun Chapter, Leesburg, Virginia
· Convention Arrangements – Stewart Prost, Chairperson, Convention Organization and Arrangements, Norfolk, Virginia

9:25 AM National Report – Tom Page, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Kansas, Wichita, Kansas.

9:55 AM Beyond the Boundary: My Journey to the first Women’s Blind T20 Cricket World Cup.
· Marcia Harvey, Member, U.S. Women’s Blind Cricket Team, Vienna, Virginia

10:05 AM The Blindness Journey: From Resistance to Acceptance.
· Melody Roane, Director, VRCBVI, Richmond Virginia

10:30 AM Learning in the Heart of Texas: Reflections from Virginia’s 2026 Convention First Timers.
· Moderator: Jacki Bruce, McDonald Fellowship Committee, Williamsburg, Virginia

10:50 AM Action Auction.

11:00 AM Mission Possible: Overcoming Obstacles.
· Domonique Lawless, Moderator, National Program Director, Blinded Veterans Association (BVA), Mechanicsville, Virginia
· Alberto Destarac, Founder, EZRE, Washington, District of Columbia
· Michaun Harrison, BVA member, Fredericksburg, Virginia
· Richard Lane, BVA member, Alexandria, Virginia
 
[bookmark: _Hlk493852508]11:20 AM Bringing Sports and Hope to Kenya.
· Helen Kiprono, Founder and Chair, Camp Possibilities International, Rochester, New York 

11:30 AM Finding My Federation: From Virginia to the Colorado Center for the Blind.
· Brittany Savage, Personal Home Management Instructor, Colorado Center for the Blind, Littleton, Colorado

11:50 AM Reports and Announcements.

12:00 PM General Session Adjourns.

12:00 PM-1:00 PM Registration – Grand Ballroom Foyer. 

12:00 PM-6:00 PM Exhibits – Grand Ballroom Foyer.
Immerse yourself in a vibrant showcase of innovative products, services, and technology designed to empower and enhance the lives of blind and low vision individuals. From cutting-edge assistive devices to helpful community resources, our exhibitors offer a unique opportunity to connect with likeminded individuals, explore new horizons, and discover the latest advancements in accessibility. Don't miss this chance to be informed and empowered!

12:00 - 12:30 PM Box Lunch Pickup – Grand Ballroom Foyer (Please bring your meal ticket).

12:15 PM-1:15 PM Federation Family Lunch – Salon B. 
Grab your box lunch and find your people. The Federation Family Lunch is your chance to slow down, share a meal, and connect with the people who make this movement home. 

[bookmark: _Toc240291386][bookmark: _Toc240664765]Friday Afternoon Concurrent Seminars 

12:00 PM-1:50 PM Adaptive Sports Unleashed — Salon E.
Blind Tennis Anyone? Louise Gengler Thomas, Director and Jaime Frank, Adaptive Tennis program manager, Tennis Alliance of Anne Arundel County.
Learn in a safe and welcoming environment how to play the fastest and healthiest sport, Blind Tennis! Have fun recreationally with friends and family and/or advance competitively.

1:00 PM-2:20 PM The Art of Meeting People & Dating —   Salon C. Renee Valdez, Shannon Kalu, Mika Baugh, and Alex Castillo.
Being blind or low vision may make meeting people and dating challenging. Where can I meet people? Are there legitimate dating apps I might like? And what about the whole dating scene? This panel discussion will engage the audience to explore the challenges and the solutions to successful dating and relationships.

1:30 PM-4:30 PM Tools for Independence Seminar – Salon A. 
· Michael Villafane, Access Technology Instructor, VRCBVI, Glen Allen, Virginia
· Michael Fish, Access Technology Instructor, VRCBVI, Mechanicsville, Virginia
· Rachel Schreiman, Silver Bells Program Coordinator, Fairfax, Virginia
· Jimmy Morris, NOMCT, Orientation & Mobility Instructor, VRCBVI, Mechanicsville, Virginia
Everyday tasks have more solutions than you might think. This hands-on seminar tackles common challenges faced by blind and low vision individuals and explores the full spectrum of options, from no-tech techniques to low-tech adaptations to high-tech tools. Because no two people have the same needs, we skip the one-size-fits-all approach and focus on finding what actually works for you.

1:30–2:15 PM — Tools for Independent Living
2:15–3:00 PM — Interacting and Navigating in Your Community
3:00–3:45 PM — Connecting with Others Using Blindness and Low Vision Tools
3:45–4:30 PM — Resources for Independent Learning

2:00 PM-3:50 PM Adaptive Sports Unleashed: Blind Cricket: Bat, Bowl, Field – Salon E. Marcia Harvey, Member of the U.S. Women’s Blind Cricket Team, Vienna, Virginia.
Ready to try a sport you may never have experienced before? Come get hands-on with blind cricket! This interactive demonstration gives participants the chance to experience the fundamentals of the game while learning how blind and low vision athletes use sound, teamwork, movement, and strategy to play. Try your hand at batting, bowling, and fielding, and discover a sport that builds fitness, coordination, confidence, discipline, and camaraderie. Whether you are completely new to cricket or already curious about competing, this is your opportunity to step onto the field, have fun, and see what you can do.

3:00 PM-3:50 PM Entrepreneurship Unleashed: Resources and Strategies from Blind Business Owners – Salon C.
· Gary Joyce, Moderator, Business Relations Specialist, DBVI, Roanoke, Virginia
· Bryan Duarte, Chief Technology Officer and Co-Founder, HapWare, Sterling, Virginia
· Tom Page, Owner and Engineer, TOPtone Studio, Wichita, Kansas
· Alberto Destarac, Founder, EZRE, Washington, District of Columbia
What does it take to turn an idea into a business—and then grow that business into something sustainable? Learn how fellow blind and low vision presenters navigated the challenges of starting and growing businesses, from developing an idea and finding customers to accessing funding, building networks, using technology, and overcoming barriers. Panelists will share practical resources, strategies, and insights that can help you move from thinking about entrepreneurship to taking action.

4:00 PM-4:50 PM Setting Goals and Building Skills: Blindness Training Options for Veterans and the Broader Blind Community – Salon C. Domonique Lawless, National Program Director, Blinded Veterans Association and Lea Rowe, Executive Director, Blinded Veterans Association, co-facilitators.
Blind and low vision veterans, family members, rehabilitation professionals, and civilians should attend this session led by the Blinded Veterans Association to find practical information about setting meaningful training goals and learning the skills of blindness. The session will also highlight resources available through the Department of Veterans Affairs, including VISOR clinics, hoptel options connected with eligible VA training, and Blind Rehabilitation Centers. Leave with a clearer understanding of the range of training opportunities available, questions to ask when evaluating programs, and next steps for building an individualized path toward independence, employment, education, and community participation. You have choices; let us help you.

4:00 PM-4:50 PM Resolutions Committee – Salon B. Deepa Goraya, Chairperson.
We encourage the participation of all members in setting Federation policy, and the best way to influence policy is through resolutions. As a grassroots organization, we serve our movement through collective action, and such action begins with policy making and debate. Come help shape the policies of the NFB of Virginia. 

4:00 PM-5:50 PM Sexual Health Education Open House: Learn on Your Terms – Dulles Room.
An opportunity for learning featuring the work and research of Dr. Mika Baugh, in collaboration with a few of our own NFBV experienced educators. We invite you to our Blind-led and Blind-centered sexual health event. You’ll find information on reproductive anatomy, healthy relationships, and so much more! Blind facilitators will be available to support your learning as you navigate this self-led, exhibit hall-style event.
 
[bookmark: _Toc240291387][bookmark: _Toc240664766]Friday Evening Concurrent Sessions

 5:00 PM-8:00 PM Registration – Grand Ballroom Foyer.

5:00 PM-6:00 PM More Confidence, More Independence, More Possibilities: Discover the Power of Blindness Skills Training at the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired – Salon C, Melody Roane, Director.
What could you do with greater confidence, Independence, and freedom? Join the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired (VRCBVI) for an engaging open house and informational session where you will discover how training in the skills of blindness can open doors to new possibilities. Learn about the tools, techniques, and hands-on training that can help you navigate daily life, pursue your goals, and do the things you want to do. Come meet the people who make this training possible, ask questions, explore what's available and discover how blindness skills training can help you take your independence to the next level. Whether you're new to vision loss, considering training, or simply curious about what the Center has to offer, you're invited!

5:00 PM-6:00 PM At Large Chapter Meeting — O’Hare/Laguardia Rooms, Patrick Johnson, President, At Large Chapter.
Are you interested in joining the NFB but do not live near a chapter? Join our At Large Chapter that meets virtually throughout the year and meets for a great community gathering at the state convention. Join our Federation team!

6:15 PM-7:15 PM Student Pizza Party: O’Hare/Laguardia Rooms. Jahmil Garrett Bey, President, Virginia Association of Blind Students, Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
Join the Virginia student division leaders, scholarship finalists, and members for fellowship with old and new friends to kick off the convention weekend. Open and free to all students over the age of fourteen. 

6:30 PM-7:30 PM Find Your Place in the Federation: An NFB Chapter and Division Open House –  Grand Ballroom Foyer.
Meet. Connect. Discover. Get Involved. An interactive welcome for new and returning members to discover how their interests, talents, and experiences can connect them with opportunities within their local chapters, divisions, and our Virginia affiliate.

7:00 PM-10:00 PM High Stakes and Hidden Talents: Casino Night Convention Hospitality Salon A & B.
The Greater Loudoun Chapter invites you to kick off Friday night with an interactive casino experience featuring casino-style games, fun challenges, music, light food, and plenty of time to reconnect with friends and meet new ones. Try your luck at the tables, test your skills with some unexpected challenges, or simply relax and enjoy the atmosphere.

8:00 PM-9:30 PM Brailled It Screening: Putting the Camera Into our Blind Kids' Hands. Stapleton Board Room. Conchita Hernandez, Impact Producer.
Brailled It is a documentary, where for the first time, blind and low vision kids take control of the cameras and capture their own experiences at the annual Braille Challenge. The documentary is presented with open audio description and open captions. Question and Answer with the impact producer to follow.

8:00 PM-9:30 PM Swing Dance Lessons for Everyone –  Salon E. John Bailey, Amateur Dance Competitor and First Place Winner, National Dance Council of America, Fairfax, Virginia.
East Coast Swing is an energetic and easy-to-learn partner dance that is danced to a wide variety of popular music. This 90-minute beginner class is designed specifically for participants with little or no previous dance experience. Learn the basics of East Coast Swing, a versatile partner dance that can be enjoyed entirely through touch. The session will cover hand connection, leading and following techniques, and how to move safely and confidently on the dance floor.

8:00 PM-9:00 PM Guide Dog Users Meet Up – Salon C, Julie Orozco, Facilitator.
Are you a guide dog user interested in connecting with other guide dog users? Are you considering applying for a guide dog and have questions for current handlers? If the answer is yes, join us for an interactive session where we will discuss all things guide dogs.

9:30 PM-10:30 PM Scholarship Mixer – Dulles Room Jimmy Morris, Chairperson.
This event is limited to the NFB of Virginia 2026 James F. Nelson Scholarship Finalists and the members of the Scholarship Committee.

[bookmark: _Toc240291388][bookmark: _Toc240664767]Saturday, October 24, 2026

7:00 AM-7:50 AM Friends of Recovery – Dulles Room.
8:00 AM-8:50 AM Breakfast for hotel guests registered for the convention – Grand Ballroom Foyer.

8:00 AM-8:50 AM Registration – Grand Ballroom Foyer. 

9:00 AM-11:00 AM Parents with Young Children Overflow – Dulles Room.

[bookmark: _Toc240291389][bookmark: _Toc240664768]General Session)

Grand Ballroom (Salons A, B, & C)
Zoom Meeting ID: 829 725 6345
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]9:00 AM Call to Order – Tracy Soforenko, President, NFB of Virginia.

Invocation - Pastor Jeff Lucas, Riverview Independent Gospel Church, Stanley, Virginia.

9:05 AM Breaking the Ice: Discovering the World of Blind Hockey - Gary Moore, Team Member, Washington Blind Hockey Team, Arlington, Virginia.  

9:15 AM Leading in Journalism– Michelle Hackman, Reporter, Wall Street Journal, Washington, District of Columbia.
[bookmark: _Hlk493365836]
9:25 AM NFB BELL Academy®: Growing Possibilities for Students throughout Virginia. Conchita Hernandez Legoretta, NFB BELL Academy Coordinator, McLean, Virginia. 

9:40 AM Teachers of Tomorrow, Connected to Learn, Empowered to Lead.
· Hannah Geller, Arlington, Virginia
· Erin McCormack, Arlington Virginia
· Kelli Smith, Staunton, Virginia

9:50 AM Connect, Learn, Discover: the Virginia Report – Tracy Soforenko, President, NFB of Virginia.

10:20 AM Slam That! – the 2027 Youth Slam.
· Mika Baugh, PhD, CSE, Research Fellow, National Federation of the Blind, Bloomington, Indiana 
· Marisol Carmona, Virginia Youth Engagement Coordinator, Washington, District of Columbia

10:30 AM Making the Right Move – Empowering Student Success – Amina Orzueva, Board Member, National Association of Blind Students, New York, New York.

[bookmark: _Hlk493364493][bookmark: _Hlk493364428]10:40 AM Introducing the 2026 NFB of Virginia James F. Nelson, Jr. Scholarship Finalists Jimmy Morris, Chair, Glen Allen, Virginia.

10:50 AM Action Auction.

10:50 AM Students Depart for Youth Track: Curious and Connected. (A parent or guardian must be present at drop-off and children six years old and younger must be accompanied by an adult).

11:00 AM No Philosophy, No Bread: Why the NFB Philosophy Matters.
· Melody Roane, Richmond Chapter, Richmond, Virginia
· Joane Wilson, Greater Alexandria Chapter, Alexandria, Virginia

11:30 AM Action Auction.

11:45 AM Reports and Announcements.

12:00 PM General Session Adjourns.

11:00 AM – 3:00 PM Youth Track/Curious and Connected– Dulles Room.
Registration for youth track for your child must be included in the convention registration of a parent. 
Bring your sighted siblings and join us at interactive stations: 1) Enjoy a pizza party with national student leaders; 2) Build something uniquely you with the Tactile Art Collective; 3) Move with Braille Twister, Braille musical chairs, and Braille beach ball; and 4) Learn nonvisual cooking techniques. (Children under six years old must be accompanied by an adult).
Starting at 3:00 PM, kids will join their parents to try blind hockey, blind soccer, and other activities. Limited to students 13 and younger.
11:00 AM- 3:00 PM – Parent Track – Salon D.
Virginia Organization of Parents of Blind Children.
An afternoon of learning and connection for families of blind and low vision children. Sessions cover the IEP process, building independence at home through nonvisual techniques, and transition planning. Families go home with a resource toolkit. Bring outgrown Braille or large print books and browse the free book exchange table. Bring your box lunch!

12:00 - 12:30 PM Box Lunch Pickup – Grand Ballroom Foyer (Please bring your meal ticket).

12:00 PM-1:00 PM Registration – Grand Ballroom Foyer. 

12:00 PM-4:00 PM Exhibits – Grand Ballroom Foyer.

12:30 PM-1:45 PM Seniors Division Luncheon and Business Meeting – Salon C. Patty Droppers, President, NFB of Virginia Senior Division.
Come socialize with your peers and learn strategies to live healthfully, independently, and safely.

12:30 PM-1:45 PM Virginia Association of Blind Merchants Division Luncheon and Business Meeting – Salon B. Chimere Roberts, President, Chantilly, Virginia. 
Empower your future and discover your destiny by building your entrepreneurial business. Learn from others in our NFBV Merchants division so you can explore a profitable and engaging future.

12:30 PM-1:45 PM Virginia Association of Blind Students Business Meeting – Salon A. Jahmil Garrett Bay, President, Virginia Association of Blind Students, Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
Calling all students. VABS business lunch is your seat at the table. Project RISE participants and student members across Virginia are welcome and encouraged to attend.

12:30 PM-1:45 PM Visionaries at Work Professional Networking Lunch –Laguardia Room. Aaron Sullivan, Coordinator.
Build your community of working professionals, share adaptations for overcoming common obstacles, and learn how NFB can help in your journey.

12:30-1:45 PM Community Lunch – O’Hare Room.
Make friends and build your network in this informal community lunch. 

[bookmark: _Toc240291390][bookmark: _Toc240664769]Saturday Afternoon
Breakout Sessions 

2:00 PM-4:45 PM Career Labs: Find it. Land it. Grow it. Salon A.
The world of work has changed—and building a successful career requires more than sending résumés and hoping someone calls. Spend Saturday afternoon with an extraordinary team of blind professionals, career experts, technology specialists, and experienced leaders for three interactive Career Labs focused on what it takes to succeed in today’s employment environment.
· FIND IT—starting at 2:00 PM—challenges the traditional job search and explores where opportunities are actually found, how to find target employers and roles, how relationships and LinkedIn open doors, and how tools such as AI can strengthen your strategy.
· LAND IT—Starting at 3:00 PM—takes you inside today’s hiring process—from ATS and résumé strategy to interviewing, AI-powered preparation, communicating your value, and navigating conversations about blindness, accessibility, and accommodations.
· GROW IT—Starting at 4:00 PM—asks what happens after you get the job. Explore workplace visibility, professional relationships, networking, mentorship, skill development, advancement, and how blind professionals can become known for the value they bring.
Each Career Lab stands on its own. Come for one, stay for two, or spend the entire afternoon with us. Whether you are pursuing your first job, changing careers, looking for your next opportunity, or already established and thinking about what comes next, choose the conversations that matter most to you.
Featured Speakers to include:
· Aaron Sullivan, Executive Director, The Reserve at Falls Church.
· Kinshuk Tella, Regional Environmental Engineer, Amazon Web Services.
· Lloyd Dunnavant, Program Recruitment and Outreach Specialist, DBVI.
· Michael Fish, Technology Instructor, VRCBVI.
· Teisha Gillespie, Sales and Partnerships Representative, Immersed Global.
· Jeremy Grandstaff, Executive Director, Inspiration Foundation.

2:00 PM-2:50 PM Seniors Seminar: Strengthening Relationships After Vision Loss with Dignity and Respect – Salon C.
· Mika Baugh, Research Fellow, National Federation of the Blind, Bloomington, Indiana
· Renee Valdez, Silver Bells Instructor, Alexandria, Virginia
Losing vision in adulthood can challenge physical and personal relationships. We miss the nonverbals of intimacy like the gleam in the eyes of that one special person. This session will provide a safe space to discuss education and information for successfully navigating those challenges.

2:00 PM — 3:50 PM Adaptive Sports Unleashed: Break the Ice: Try Blind Hockey — Salon E.
•	Kevin Brown, Captain, Washington Blind Hockey Team, Washington, District of Columbia
•	Gary Moore, Team Member, Arlington Virginia
•	Ashleigh Hill, Team Member
Come try blind hockey. Score a goal. Control a puck. Feel your body move like never before. This is a full workout disguised as joy. Build fitness, sharpen your reactions, and join a community that has your back. Feel the sport. Find your fire.

3:00 PM-3:50 PM Touch, Create, & Connect: An NFB Tactile Art Collective Experience (Seniors Only) – Salon C.
· Karen Anderson, Member, Tactile Art Collective, Baltimore, Maryland
· Chelsey Duranleau, Tactile Art Fellow and Braille Instructor, VRCBVI, Richmond, Virginia
· Connie Yoo, Founder, Art In Reach, University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland
Art does not always have to be visual. Come Draw, sculpt, color pictures and fold origami. Don’t know how? We’ll teach you some basics to get you started. Join your fellow Virginians for a hands-on session all about tactile art. Unleash your inner artist and let your creativity flow!

3:00 PM-5:00 PM Blind Soccer Breakout: Discover, Play, and Belong - Salon D.
Join members of the RVA Raiders Blind Soccer Club for an exciting, hands-on introduction to one of the world's fastest-growing Paralympic sports! Blind Soccer sharpens spatial orientation, mobility, vocal communication, and teamwork in an empowering, high-energy environment.  Participants will enjoy a safe, tactile introduction to audible soccer balls, practice basic ball-handling and orientation drills, and participate in fun target games. 

3:00 PM-3:50 PM Growing Up Together: Blind Parenting Through Every Stage of Childhood – Salon B. 
· Julie Orozco, Arlington, Virginia
· Alysha Hillar, Dumfries, Virginia
· Louise Walch, Virginia Beach, Virginia
· Brittany Savage, Littleton, Colorado
Parenting brings new joys and challenges at every stage, and blindness does not limit a parent’s ability to be confident, capable, and fully involved. This interactive seminar will explore practical techniques, creative solutions, and advocacy strategies for blind parents, from caring for infants and toddlers to partnering with schools and supporting teens as they prepare for adulthood. Through demonstrations and shared experiences, participants will gain useful ideas, learn from other blind parents, and discover new ways to confidently navigate every stage of their child’s journey.

4:00 PM-4:50 PM Touch, Create & Connect: An NFB Tactile Art Collective Experience (Open to All) – Salon C.
· Karen Anderson, Member, Tactile Art Collective, Baltimore, Maryland
· Chelsey Duranleau, Tactile Art Fellow and Braille Instructor, VRCBVI, Richmond, Virginia 
· Connie Yoo, Founder, Art In Reach, University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland
Art does not always have to be visual. Come Draw, sculpt, color pictures and fold origami. Don’t know how? We’ll teach you some basics to get you started. Join your fellow Virginians for a hands-on session all about tactile art. Unleash your inner artist and let your creativity flow!

4:00 PM — 4:50 PM Adaptive Sports Unleashed: Yoga with MWABA — Salon E.
Whether you’ve never tried yoga before or have some experience and would like to try some new poses or take your practice to the next level, come to explore the physical and spiritual benefits of yoga with the Metropolitan Washington Area Blind Athletes. Our instructors have designed their classes to emphasize verbal instruction so that the directions are easy to follow for blind and low vision participants. Come and Gain strength and better your flexibility.

5:00 PM-6:00 PM Sighted Partners: A Conversation Just for You – O’Hare Room. Becky Keller, Diane Bibb-Johnson, and Sharon Soforenko, facilitators.
A welcoming opportunity exclusively for sighted partners to connect with one another, share experiences, and learn practical strategies for supporting their loved ones while respecting independence and caring for their own well-being. Come ready to talk, listen, laugh, and learn from others who understand the journey.

5:00 PM-6:00 PM Welcome Home: Connecting with Your NFB Family, An Event for First Timers – Salon D. Jacki Bruce and Tracy Soforenko, Coordinators.
First timers are encouraged to join a warm, conversational session designed to introduce members to one another, build relationships, and help everyone feel at home in the Virginia affiliate. Bring your questions and challenges and walk away with insights and connections. Due to space constraints, this Rookie event is best suited for first timers.

5:00 PM-6:30 PM Career Labs Networking Reception – Dulles Room. Kinshuk Tella and Manahil Jafri, co-facilitators.
Continue the conversation beyond Career Labs at this relaxed networking reception designed to connect blind professionals, job seekers, and aspiring leaders across industries. Share experiences, exchange ideas and resources, and build relationships around navigating and advancing your career as a blind person. Enjoy light refreshments while connecting with peers and new professional contacts before the evening festivities begin.

[bookmark: _Toc240291391][bookmark: _Toc240664770]2026 Convention Banquet
Grand Ballroom (Salons A, B, and C).
Zoom Meeting ID: 829 725 6345
6:00 PM-7:00 PM Pre-Banquet Reception (Cash Bar) – Grand Ballroom Pre-Foyer

7:00 PM-10:00 PM Banquet Program – Grand Ballroom, Salon A, B, & C. Joe Orozco, Master of Ceremonies.
· Invocation – Naim Abu el Hawa, Vienna, Virginia
· Banquet Address – Tom Page, Member of the Board of Directors, National Federation of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Kansas
· 2026 James F. Nelson Scholarship Awards Presentation – Jimmy Morris, Scholarship Committee Chairperson
· Action Auction – Jacki Brown, Chairperson and Auctioneer

[bookmark: _Toc240291392][bookmark: _Toc240664771] Sunday, October 25, 2026

7:00 AM-7:50 AM Friends of Recovery – Dulles Room.

7:30 AM-8:50 AM Breakfast for hotel guests registered for the convention – Grand Ballroom Foyer.

7:30 AM Interfaith Breakfast – Salons A & B, Melody Roane, Member, Richmond Chapter, Richmond, Virginia.

7:30 AM Alternate Breakfast – Salon C 

9:00 AM-11:00 AM Order in the Court: Blind Students on Trial – Salon C.
Project RISE brings you into the courtroom for a mock trial built around blind student rights. Take a stand, make your case, and see what the judge and jury decide. This is your chance to find your voice, sharpen your advocacy, and fight for what matters. All students welcomed.

11:00 AM-11:30 AM Project RISE Debrief – Salon C.

[bookmark: _Toc240291393][bookmark: _Toc240664772]General Session
Salons A & B 
Zoom Meeting ID: 829 725 6345
9:00 AM Call to Order – Tracy Soforenko, President, NFB of Virginia.
Invocation – Reverend Joy Bagwell, United Methodist Church, Troutville, Virginia.

9:05 AM Business Session.
· Minutes from the November 2, 2025 NFBV Business Meeting – Sandy Halverson, Recording Secretary, Arlington, Virginia
· Audit Committee Report – Sean McMahon, Chairperson, Arlington, Virginia
· Treasurer’s Report – Mark Roane, Treasurer, Richmond, Virginia
· Nominating Committee Report – Sandy Halverson, Chair
· Elections
· Resolutions – Deepa Goraya, Chairperson, District of Columbia
· Committee Reports
· Organizational Technology and Communications – Joe Orozco, Arlington, Virginia
· Membership – Julia Ford, Sterling, Virginia
· Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion – Renee Valdez, Alexandria, Virginia
· Sponsorships and Fundraising – Jeremy Grandstaff, Burke, Virginia
· 2027 Richmond Seminar – Bonnie O’Day, Alexandria, Virginia
· 2027 Washington Seminar – Deepa Goraya, Coordinator, District of Columbia
· 2027 National Convention
· 2027 NFB of Virginia Convention – Stewart Prost, Convention Operations and Logistics, Norfolk, Virginia

10:00 AM Action Auction.

10:20 am Brag and Steal – Results in the local community. 

11:00 AM Action Auction.

11:10 AM Discover Your Leadership Path in the NFB — Aaron Schuh, Participant in the Kenneth Jernigan Leadership in Service Program, Oneida, Wisconsin.

11:20 am Interactive Town Hall Discussion with Tom Page and Tracy Soforenko.

11:40 AM Behind the Mike of RTS– Oscar Montiel, Woodbridge, Virginia.

11:50 AM Reports and Announcements.

12:00 PM General Session Adjourns.


[bookmark: _Toc240291394][bookmark: _Toc240664773]Convention Notes

[bookmark: _Toc84277190][bookmark: _Toc240291395][bookmark: _Toc240664774]Virtual Meeting Access over Zoom

The 2026 National Federation of the Blind of Virginia convention is an in–person event with a limited virtual experience. We will be streaming the following convention sessions over Zoom:
· Friday, 10/23
· 9 AM-12 PM General Session
· Saturday 10/24
· 9 AM-12 PM General Session
· Saturday 10/24 
· 7:00 PM-10:00 PM Banquet
· Sunday 10/25
· 9:00 AM-12:00 PM  General Session
We have embedded the Zoom links into the agenda to make it easy to just select the link and access your meeting.
Standard Virginia Zoom Room: 
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/8297256345?pwd=SFAyamlQNU44ZTJ6dUZNMTV4RmhCQT09
Meeting ID: 829 725 6345
One Tap Mobile: +13017158592, 8297256345#
For those using a land line telephone to access the meeting, we have kept the information the same.
The telephone number to call for all meetings is: 301 715 8592.
The Meeting ID is 829 725 6345.
If prompted, the password is always 2020 1940.

[bookmark: _Toc240291396][bookmark: _Toc240664775]Convention Registration & Information

Convention registration and information will be held at the Grand Ballroom Foyer Registration Desk. The cost of on–site registration is $50. Pre-registration packet pick up and on-site registration will be open the following times:
· Thursday, October 22 from 2:00 PM to 6:15 PM.
· Friday, October 23 from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM, and from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM and then again from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.
· Saturday, October 24 from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM and 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM.

Door prizes and auction items can be brought to the information desk beginning on Thursday evening. 

[bookmark: _Toc240291397][bookmark: _Toc240664776]Meal Functions 

Tickets for all meal functions are available via the onlineregistration form and can be picked up at the registration desk as part of your registration packet. Banquet and box lunch tickets must be purchased by 8:50 AM on Saturday, October 24. 
The $50 late on-site registration does not include meal functions. 
For more information about registration or meal functions, please contact the NFBV Membership Line at: 757-354-4170.

[bookmark: _Toc240291398][bookmark: _Toc240664777]Door Prizes

Door prizes will be drawn periodically throughout convention sessions on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday and at the banquet. To be eligible for door prizes, you must be registered for the convention and present in the room. Additionally, participants in the convention virtual experience will be eligible for door prizes. When participants in the convention virtual experience hear their name, they should email doorprizes@nfbv.org within ten minutes to claim their prize.

[bookmark: _Toc240291399][bookmark: _Toc240664778]Action Auction

Throughout the convention we will be holding an Action Auction to raise money for the Silver Bells program. The auction will be great fun with many valuable items up for bid. You will have a chance to preview auction items on Friday afternoon in the exhibit area. For more information, visit our auction page.
[bookmark: _Hlk493361837]
[bookmark: _Toc240291400][bookmark: _Toc240664779]Information Table

If you need assistance from the NFB of Virginia (such as helping a blind child, get a good education, getting access to blindness skills training, learning to use NFB-NEWSLINE®, or resolving an employment discrimination problem), please go to the information table located in the Grand Ballroom Foyer, next to the registration table,  outside the Grand ballrooms. After the convention, a member of the NFB of Virginia will contact you. In addition, if you would like to sign up to receive any of our publications or would like to get regular updates about our programs and legislative efforts, please also visit the information table. The table will be open after the opening ceremony on Friday, during General Session on Saturday, and all morning Sunday, as well as most times that registration is open. 

[bookmark: _Hlk493362204][bookmark: _Toc240664780][bookmark: _Toc240291401] Dog Relief Area 

The Crowne Plaza Dulles Hotel has designated two dog relief locations: 
· Conference Center Dog Relief is located Across from Salons D & E. To access this dog relief area, open the outside door across from Salons D & E, step out and proceed to the left where you will find a grassy area.  

· Sleeping Room Dog Relief is located at the end of a hallway of rooms on the first floor.  Upon entering the lobby of the hotel, proceed straight then take the first left into a hallway with rooms.  Go to the end of this hallway where you will find a door leading to a stairway.  Turn right and exit outside through an exit doorway. Once outside, make another right going down three steps and turn right and you will find a location with grass and dirt to be used for dog relief.  

· Trash cans will be located near the doors leading outside at both locations.     

[bookmark: _Toc240291402][bookmark: _Toc240664781]Assistive Listening Devices

[bookmark: OLE_LINK35][bookmark: OLE_LINK36]A limited number of assistive listening devices are available during all convention sessions and during the banquet. For an assistive listening device, please go to the information table located outside of the Grand Ballroom during all convention general sessions. A credit card or identification card is required as a deposit for the equipment. 





[bookmark: _Toc240291404][bookmark: _Toc240664782]Thank You to Our Sponsors and Exhibitors 

Please thank this year’s Convention Sponsors and Exhibitors located in the Grand Ballroom Foyer on Friday, October 23 from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM and Saturday, October 24 from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM.

[bookmark: _e071h2ssrmfd][bookmark: _7yhvskn5yb06][bookmark: _Toc240291405][bookmark: _Toc240664783]Dream Makers Circle
You can help build a future of opportunity for the blind by becoming a member of our Dream Makers Circle (DMC). It is easier than you think. You can visit your bank and convert an account to a P.O.D. (payable on death) bank account, which is payable after your passing to the National Federation of the Blind or one of our affiliates. Your legacy gift to the National Federation of the Blind or the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia can be made in the form of a will or living trust, an income generating gift, or by naming us as the beneficiary of a retirement plan, IRA, pension, or a life insurance policy. You can designate a specific amount, a percentage, or list the NFB as one of several beneficiaries. For additional information, please contact Patti Chang at 410-659-9314, extension 2422 or at pchang@nfb.org.

[bookmark: _Toc240291406][bookmark: _Toc240664784]Vehicle Donations
The National Federation of the Blind uses car donations to improve the education of blind children, distribute free white canes, help veterans, and so much more. We have partnered with Vehicles for Charity to process donated vehicles. Please call toll free 855-659-9314, and a representative can make arrangements, or you can donate online by visiting: https://nfb.org/vehicledonations.
[bookmark: _Toc240291407][bookmark: _Toc240664785]Preauthorized Contributions (PAC)
Can you help the National Federation of the Blind on a regular basis? Please consider joining our preauthorized contribution (PAC) plan. Starting at $5 monthly, you can help us turn dreams into reality and raise expectations. Call 877-632-2722, visit https://nfb.org/pac to fill out the online form, or email pac@nfb.org for additional information.
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